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Report of smallpox in Alabama. 

Mobile, Ala., August 6, 1898. 

SiB: I have the honor to report that the Louisville and Nashville 
Eailroad Company discontinued the services of G. H. Fonde, M. D., 
who had been employed for nearly three months on their Montgomery 
and Mobile division to suppress smallpox, on the 1st instant, in order 
to permit Dr. Fonde to go to Cuba to care for yellow fever patients. 
The railroad gangs were rendered practically free from smallpox by 
having had the disease and by vaccination. Since January, 1897, there 
have been about 2,500 cases in Lowndes County, including, perhaps, 
250 cases at present. 

In Butler County the estimate is 300 cases in the same period. The 
last case at Forrest Home occurred about three weeks ago. There was 
1 death in June. 

In Lowndes County there were (ten days ago) 25 cases at a point 3 
miles from Letohatchie ; not many cases at Haynesville ; a good many 
in and about Gordonsville. There have been the following deaths : 2 
at Haynesville, 2 at Lowndesboro, 1 at Morganville, and 5 at Gordons- 
ville. 

The disease is so light and deaths so few, and the results of vaccina- 
tion so harsh and painful that the people and some physicians prefer 
the disease to the preventive. 

There is some prospect of a dissemination of the disease and an 
increase of virulence as the weather becomes colder. * * * 
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

E. D. Mtjeeay, 
Surgeon, XJ. 8. M. S. 8. 

Smallpox in the United States as reported to the Supervising Surgeon-General United States 
Marine-Bospital Service, January 1 to August 11, 1898. 
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